PRESS RELEASE

The Community Engagement Committee in Ignace Announces Inaugural
Nuclear Youth Symposium (NYS2025) for the Region’s Young Leaders!

September 30, 2025, Ignace, ON — The Township of Ignace and its Community
Engagement Committee in partnership with Skills Ontario, is proud to announce the
inaugural Nuclear Youth Symposium 2025, taking place from November 18th to 20", 2025
at the Recreational Centre in Ignace, Ontario. This dynamic three-day event is designed to
engage, educate, guide and empower youth across the region and in Northwestern
Ontario. It will also spotlight future job opportunities in the rapidly evolving field of
nuclearscience and technology as it relates directly to the future construction of the Deep
Geological Repository and both direct and indirect job opportunities associated to the
construction and operation of the Centre of Expertise in Ignace. The Township’s
leadership, in hosting the Nuclear Youth Symposium 2025, underlines its dedication to
fosteringthe next generation of skilled professionals and ensuring the region’s youth are
prepared for the opportunities of tomorrow within the Township and throughout the
region.

The Nuclear Youth Symposium aims to empower tomorrow’s leaders and bring together
approximately 100 area high school students, local educators, NWMO, trade skill industry
leaders, and other community members for an immersive experience focused on careers,
innovations, and the future of the used nuclear energy field. Through interactive
workshops, panel discussions, and hands-on demonstrations, student participants will
explore the latest advancements in used nuclear technology, transportation, skilled trades
development and its critical role in Canada’s clean energy transition. The symposium is
also set to guide the student participants in an exercise to create a Youth Development
Plan to be presented to Township Council as a component of the on-going assembly of its
Strategic Plan. The Nuclear Youth Symposium was fully supported by the Keewatin-
Patricia District School Board who have dedicated both the student’s time and resources
towards moving this very important initiative forward.

“We are so thrilled and excited to welcome youth from across our region to Ignace for this
important event,” said Kim Baigrie, Mayor of Ignace. “The three-day Nuclear Youth
Symposium being hosted by the Community Engagement Committee and the Township
will empower our young people with knowledge, necessary trade skills, and connections
that will help shape the future of used nuclear fuel in our province and our country. We
have always maintained that the upcoming construction of the Centre of Expertise and the
Deep Geological Repository are not for our generation, but those who are now in high
school, our youth and those yet unborn”, stated Mayor Kim Baigrie.



"Skills Ontario is excited to collaborate with the Township of Ignace and it's Community
Engagement Committee. Together, we will change lives and inspire leaders by showcasing the
diverse and rewarding pathways available locally to students in the trades, used nuclear fuel
channels, transportation and science and technology," said lan Howcroft, Chief Executive
Officer, Skills Ontario.

The Co-Chair of the Community Engagement Committee, Councillor Jodie Defeo also
expressed excitement and enthusiasm for the area’s young leaders, stating “We are
extremely pleased to have identified and taken the initiative to hold this very important
session for career development and guidance of our upcoming and future leaders. We are
confident that these workshops, our collaboration with the District School Board and Skills
Ontario will begin to shape futures, guide career development and provide insight into
tomorrow's requirements for the nuclear industry in Northwestern Ontario”.

Event highlights over the three-day Youth Symposium will include:

e Keynote Speakers: Hear from renowned experts in used nuclear engineering, NWMO,
policy, and sustainability.

e Skills Development Workshops: Practical sessions led by Ontario Skills, offering guidance
on career pathways and technical training.

e Industry Showcases: Meet with representatives from the used nuclear fuel organization,
NWMO and discover current and future job opportunities.

e Community Engagement: Open forums for youth to share their perspectives on the
upcoming used nuclear fuel projects and their impact on the local communities and
economy.

e Networking Opportunities: Connect with peers, mentors, and professionals in a
supportive environment.

e Development of a Youth Strategy for the Township of Ignace.

Funds for the upcoming Nuclear Youth Symposium have been set aside and approved by Council
from the Youth Training Initiative of the Municipal Hosting Agreement with the NWMO signed
in March of last year.
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For more information and media inquiries please contact:

Mr. Jake Pastore — Communication and Outreach Lead

416-508-4389 or outreach@ignace.ca
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