
 
 

 

 

PUBLIC STATEMENT  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF IGNACE 

Mayor and Council of the Township of Ignace Sign Historic Potential 

Hosting Agreement with the Nuclear Waste Management Organization 

Ignace ON March 18, 2024 – Tonight at a Special Meeting of Ignace Council, Mayor 

and Council unanimously passed a resolution (#2024.03.18.054) that allowed Mayor 

Kim Baigrie the authority to sign an historic potential hosting agreement between the 

Township and the Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO).   

The signing of this agreement in no way, either guarantees that the Township will 

indeed host a deep geological repository for used nuclear fuel, or that a decision on 

willingness has been made or been influenced by either the signing of this agreement 

or by the NWMO to site the DGR project.   

The signing of this agreement should be considered the next logical step in the 

ongoing continuum towards a decision on willingness by the Township of Ignace.  The 

signing of this historic agreement allows the Township, the Willingness Ad Hoc 

Committee, its residents, stakeholders, and other interested parties to consider the 

legal, financial and regulatory implications as data points in moving forward with the 

willingness process and the determination of a final decision by Council in mid 2024. 

“We are proudly the first community in this willingness process to be out of the gate 

with NWMO by signing this historic agreement for the Township of Ignace.  We 

certainly understand that the signing of this agreement does not mean that we are 

going to host a DGR or that we have decided as a community on our willingness to 

host a DGR.  What it means is that we now have an accurate, clear, concise and signed 

agreement with NWMO of the economic and social components that we must 

consider as we decide to move forward on willingness”, stated Mayor Kim Baigrie.     

The potential host agreement that Mayor and Council have decided to move forward 

with is the next logical step in the process of staying engaged and advancing 

information that will be considered in its willingness process to host the deep 

geological repository in this area.   



The objective and purpose of the agreement will allow the Township to facilitate the 

DGR project by building capacities through, but not limited to, infrastructure growth, 

economic development, social and cultural enrichment, governance as well as 

accommodate the required tasks assigned to the Township through the regulatory 

process to host this project.  

There are of course many benefits to hosting the DGR in the area and these benefits 

will exceed the monitory value of this agreement.  This new agreement provides more 

direct benefits to the community for generations through the complete life cycle of 

the DGR project.   

This agreement is similar to and will replace the current Multi-Year Funding 

Agreement that is in now in place between the Township and NWMO and will not 

have to be negotiated each year as well as provides a sustainable and balanced 

approach to planning for the Township. 

In the northwest region, Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation (WLON) will also have its own 

willingness process and the Township of Ignace respects that their decision will also be 

required to proceed.  

We thank all of our residents for their ongoing support and dedication to this 

community.  We are making great strides to work together today, in order to build a 

stronger community for tomorrow. 

There will be a summary of the agreement as well as access to the full NWMO/Ignace 

Hosting Agreement available on the Township website over the next 24 hours. 

Best regards,  

 

 

Mayor Kim Baigrie and Members of Council 

 


