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THE IGNACE BULLETIN 

Volume 2, Issue 8 

August 2022 

White Otter Days a Big Success 
Township of Ignace 

34 Highway 17, Box 248 

Ignace, ON P0T 1T0 

Ph # 807-934-2202 

Fax # 807-934-2864 

Email: info@ignace.ca 

Website: www.ignace.ca 

After Hours Emergencies 

Ph # 807-220-0888 

 

 

Council Meeting Schedule 
Regular Meeting of Council 

There is no regular meeting of 

Council for August 2022 but mark 

your calendars for the next one: 

19 September 2022 @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

Committee Meeting Schedule 

Ignace Community Nuclear 

Liaison Committee (ICNLC) 

There is no ICNLC meeting for 

August 2022 

 

Economic Development 

Committee 

Meetings will reconvene in 

September 2022 

 

Waste Disposal Schedule 

Landfill Site – Monday, 

Wednesday and Saturday 

1:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Garbage Collection 

Commercial & Residential 

Monday and Thursday 

 

Over the past few weeks, our community has been busy with different events.  The 

Township of Ignace -Recreation Department was able to pack White Otter Days full 

of fun.  From the Canada Parade, Fireworks, Hockey Tournament, Beaver Street 

Block Party, Boardwalk Church Service, Beach Day, Iggy’s Birthday Party, Youth 

Barbeque, Public Skating, Library’s 30th Anniversary, Senior’s Pontoon Boat Ride, 

Paddle Palooza, Baseball Tournament, and KIDSFEST; it really was an amazing week.  

Thank you to all the organizations and community members that participated in the 

events.  The pictures show that a great time was had by many. 

mailto:info@ignace.ca
http://www.ignace.ca/
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The Ignace Community Mural event was held on Saturday, July 16th in the Recreation Centre parking lot. 

Members of the community came out to help paint parts of the mural, and Township staff and students 

completed the mural this week. A frame will be constructed and installation of the mural on the outside of the 

Recreation Centre will occur once the frame is complete and the weather seal is set.  

This initiative is part of the Ignace Urban Art & Senior's Trail, and this project was designed by the Township of 

Ignace's Community Designer, Kimberly Richards, to involve the community in the creative process and create a 

sense of pride and ownership of the project for community members.  

The Ignace Urban Art & Senior's Trail began in the summer of 2021 with the repaving of the Agimak Creek Trail 

and the painting of bike lane lines. The Community Mural will be the second art installation on the Urban Art Trail 

in 2022. On June 18th the Ignace Skate Park Art Project event had 12 Ignace youth participate in beautifying the 

area with a colourful geometric design. Local artists Robert Furlong and Kimberly Richards will each be completing 

permanent art urban art installations this year as well. To improve the accessibility of the Ignace Urban art & 

Senior's Trail, seating, bike racks, solar lighting, additional waste receptacles, and dog waste systems will also be 

coming soon to the streets of Ignace.  

Stay tuned for more developments as they happen! 

 

 

Stay tuned for more developments as they happen! 
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Ignace Seniors Housing Complex 

It pleases the Township of Ignace to announce the property that will house the new senior housing complex has been 

cleared of trees and debris. 

The Ignace Seniors Housing Steering Committee met on June 24, 2022, and chose the successful contractor, Finn Way 

General Contractors, designed by Nelson Architecture Inc., to build the 20-unit Seniors Housing Complex.  The Council 

for the Corporation of the Township of Ignace approved the recommendation at the Regular Meeting of Council on July 

18, 2022. 

"The senior housing complex has been needed in the community for some time.  This project has been made possible 

through the combined efforts of the Township of Ignace, Mary Berglund Community Health Centre, Kenora District 

Services Board, Nuclear Waste Management Organization, and the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

(CMHC)," says Mayor Lucas. 

The complex will include four two-bedroom and 16 one-bedroom units with kitchens, bathrooms and patio space.  

There are also common areas for gatherings and office space for on-site support. 

Heidi West, the Executive Director of the Mary Berglund Community Health Centre and Chairperson of the senior 

housing steering committee, says that "this is an important project that will allow our aging population to live in their 

community and have family support along with having the camaraderie of friends close by.  The building of this complex 

is an exciting time for our community." 

Anyone who would like to view the Ignace 20-unit seniors housing complex report may do so at this link: 

https://www.ignace.ca/news/township-news/ignace-20-unit-seniors-housing-complex.  If you have any questions, 

please get in touch with the Township of Ignace at 1-807-934-2202. 

 

https://www.ignace.ca/news/township-news/ignace-20-unit-seniors-housing-complex
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Shades of Grey 

Silver Tops Newsletter             Active Retirement Living                        August 2022 

Also online on Facebook 

The garage sale at the 

Ignace Silver Tops was a 

huge success.  Thank to all 

who came out to support 

the event and thank you to 

all the hard-working helpers 

who made the event 

possible. 

Next Meeting 

August 8th, 2022 (The first Monday is a statutory holiday. 

Bingo will continue until the end of August. 

Digital Learning will resume in September, with funding from the New 

Horizons for Seniors grant.  There’ll be one evening class and one afternoon 

class per week.  Days and times are to be announced. 

Wellness 
Summer weather makes it so much easier for seniors to get together with family and friends.  Socializing is so 
important, with many proven mental health benefits for seniors.  Check out https://www.seniorlifestyle.com: 
 
Fortunately, socialization has been shown to be one of the most effective ways for seniors to improve their mental 
health.  According to the American Public Health Association, socialization improves mood, cognition, memory 
recall, and is associated with healthy behaviours, including exercise.  Connecting with family and friends through 
technology, exercise, games like bingo and cards, and other activities has a profound effect on the mental health 
of seniors.” 
The Silver Tops Centre is open Monday afternoons throughout the summer.  Come and visit!  

By-laws Review 
The By-laws Committee has completed the review of the Club’s by-laws and is recommending a number of 

changes.  The new document is available to members, and the committee will be giving a presentation at the 

August 8th meeting.   The final vote on acceptance will be held on August 29th at a special meeting.  This will 

enable the Club to begin its new fiscal year in September under the new by-laws if they are accepted. 

                                                                     Continued on Page 9 

Do You Remember?  Ink wells in your school desk – the round hole in the 

righthand corner?  The bottle of ink that sat in it.  The boy behind dipping 

your braids in the ink.  Straight pens with interchangeable nibs.  Rectangular 

pink blotters that soaked up the excess ink and dried your page so you didn’t 

smear.  Trying to wash ink off your fingers. Ah! – the ball point pen – one of 

the world’s most wonderful inventions! 

https://www.seniorlifestyle.com/
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Coming Up in August 
• Aug 8th – Regular meeting – revised by-laws presentation 

• Monday afternoons – Drop-Ins continue 

• Tuesdays – bingo till the end of August 

• Aug 18th – Book Club 

• Aug 29th – Special meeting to vote on revised by-laws 
 

New in the Centre – The chair dollies have arrived and have been put into service.  They certainly make setting 

up and putting away so much easier!  The interior painting is complete, and has given the hall a fresh new look.  
Come check it out! 
 

Ignace Silver Tops Greystorming is our private FaceBook page.  It’s “members only”, and more relevant 

information is posted there than on a public page.  If you’re on FaceBook and haven’t joined yet, please request to 
join the group.   
 

Tell Me a Story  
“I was born in England during World War II, in Caterham, in the southern area.  My dad was a Canadian soldier, 
and my mom an English war bride.  I remember having to sleep under a bed with my mom because of the 
bombing, and seeing the glass from the broken windows on the floor in the morning. 
After the war was over we couldn’t come to Canada right away because my grandmother was old and sick and the 
authorities would not let her come to Canada (not like it is today!).  My mom had to stay in England and look after 
her until she died.   
In November, 1950, we finally sailed for Canada on the Empress of Canada.  The crossing was during one of the 
worst storms experienced in a long while.  My mom was seasick the whole time and had to stay in our cabin, but I 
was not sick and roamed the ship by myself.   
I guess the captain felt sorry for me, and had me take my meals at his table.  I remember there was a large bowl of 
fresh fruit – grapes, bananas, oranges, apples – that I had never before had the chance to see or taste for real.  
One funny thing happened, and the joke was on me – there was a small bowl of water with a lemon slice in it.  I 
was thirsty during the meal and I drank the water, not knowing that it was a finger bowl!  It tasted good to me! 
When we got to Canada my dad met us at Montreal.  I was almost 9 years old, and it’s the first time I remember 
seeing him.  We took the train to New Brunswick, and had breakfast on the train.  I was shocked at the amount of 
food available, because rationing was still in effect in England.  I exclaimed to my dad, “You’re eating a whole 
rasher of bacon!”  Canada was sure different from post-war England!” 
  - by Robin Russell 
 
 Emmanuel Anglican/United Church Programs 

Blessings in a Backpack 
Blessings in a backpack is one initiative of Emmanuel Anglican/United Church. This program has been operating 
for 7 years in Ignace and it provides food for the weekend for children in need who are in Jr. Kindergarten to 
Grade 8.  The school has identified them as potential recipients and parental/guardian consent is required.  They 
may or may not utilize the service.  It is available to both Ignace School and Ecole Immaculee Conception.  The 
heavy bags are delivered to the home every Friday afternoon.  The bags may include some of the following: fresh 
fruituirt, bread, milk, eggs, granola bars, peanut butter, cheese whiz, fresh vegetables, soup, kraft dinner, cans of 
meat, beans ravioli, pancake mix etc.  The plan is to provide something for each meal on the weekends for the 
students.  Filling hungry tummies is important as hunger doesn’t take weekends off! The monthly menu varies; 
weeks 2 and 4 include milk, weeks 3 and 5 are eggs and week 1 is peanut butter (so far no allergies). This 
international program is to operate September to June.  When covid hit, we began including the summer months 
and it has now turned into a full year program for us here!  We are always very appreciative of donations to this 
essential program. 
                                                   Continued on Page 10 
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The Engagement Team would like to take this time to thank all the Volunteers, 
Businesses, and Patrons for participating in the 2022 White Otter Days events; 
without you these events would not have been possible! 
Everyone worked tirelessly throughout the week to have these events run smoothly 
and we must send a big thank you to all these people; if we have forgotten to 
include anyone, just know that we thank you for your participation and help! 
 

Continued from Page 9 (Church Programs)  

Blessing Box  
The blessing box is located on the edge of Emmanuel Anglican/United Church parking lot, facing Balsam Street.  It 

has been very well received and used by the community.  Due to public health regulations though, the church 

needs to control what goes into the Blessing Box.  Donations of dry food items such as soups, cereals, oatmeal, 

noodles, kraft dinner, Ramen noodles, powered milk, sanitary items, and even baggies of dog food are 

appreciated.  Please contact Rev Jeanne Bryan if you wish to donate any items.  The Blessing Bos is used daily and 

helps people of all ages in the community.   

Stay tuned for more of Emmanuel Church’s programs in the September 2022 Ignace Bulletin issue. 

Jody and Greg Waldock for numerous events 
throughout the week, The Nursery School and Early ON 
Centre for participating in Canada Day/ Kids Fest and 
Hosting a water Park Day, Johann Prager and Sheldon 
Newman for your help with the White Otter Days 
Hockey Tournament, Chelsea McNally and Derek 
Greene for your help with the White Otter Days 
Baseball Tournament, George Sakchekapo for 
organizing a White Otter Days Golf Tournament, Ignace 
Silver Tops, Hubert Beauclair and Donnie Ferrara/ 
Christy McIntomney/ Keith Tilley for Pontoon boat 
rides, Jackie Visseau for the baking, Daila Delescaille for 
face painting, Karen Greaves for Paddle Palooza, 
Heather Norhaugen/ Ignace Pets Search and Rescue for 
hosting a BBQ fundraiser at our Baseball Tournament, 
The Ignace Lions Club for their donation of water for 
Canada Day & Kids Fest as well as hosting a BBQ, Tim 
Barker and New Life Church for running the BBQ station 
on Canada Day, Riley Tucker for helping with tent set 
up, Kevin and Sandy for all your help in hosting the 
White Otter Days Street Party and  The Ignace Fire 
Department for the excellent fireworks display and all 
your hard work setting it up! 
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Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) 

encourages residents to review new community studies 
We have reached another important milestone in the site selection process to build Canada’s deep 

geological repository to safely contain and isolate used nuclear fuel.  Beginning this month and throughout 

the year, a variety of community studies related to the Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation-Ignace siting area are 

being released.   

The studies work to address many of the fundamental questions community members have asked about the 

project and speak to several important environmental and socio-economic impacts.  They provide an 

opportunity for the community to understand and help shape how the project could be implemented if it 

proceeds in this area. 

Transparent community dialogue and collaboration has been at the heart of the NWMO’s work within the 

Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation and the Township of Ignace.  The feedback from both communities has been 

and will continue to be vital in advancing Canada’s plan for the safe long-term management of used nuclear 

fuel.  The release of these studies is the outcome of working together with Ignace and the region to identify 

and answer some of the fundamental and important questions related to the project. 

Ultimately, these studies are a reminder that your voice matters. 

It’s an exciting time to start seeing tangible results about what it would mean to implement this national 

environmental infrastructure project in Ignace.  Some of the possibilities include: 

• hundreds of reliable long-term jobs created over several generations; 

• opportunities for local businesses; 

• a growing and stable population to support more community services; 

• a Centre of Expertise that will be home to world-class research; and 

• improved infrastructure 

The project would also serve as a catalyst in the community, attracting other businesses and services to the 

Ignace area. 

Canada’s plan will only proceed in an area with hosts that are both informed and willing.  We know the 

studies will provide a great deal of information to take in, and we encourage residents to take time to review 

them.  This public information is an essential tool to help communities make an informed decision about the 

project. 

Print versions will be available at the Ignace Learn More Centre and digital versions will also be made 

available on the NWMO’s website.  Please tune into Ignace Community Nuclear Liaison Committee (ICNLC) 

meetings to learn more and watch for opportunities for in person events this summer. 

As always, please feel free to drop by our Ignace Learn More Centre office anytime during regular business 

hours or reach out via email at contactus@nwmo.ca  We look forward to seeing you at the office or out and 

about in the area. 

Lise Morton, Vice-President of Site Selection 

mailto:contactus@nwmo.ca
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There has been a lot of news lately about Emergency Room and Primary Care closures because of the Physician 

and health human resource challenges we have been experiencing across our region and Ontario as a whole. The 

MBCHC is also starting to experience Physician shortages. It is with much sadness that we are saying good bye to 

another one of our long-time regular locum docs. Dr. Merali has made the decision to begin his retirement 

starting in August. He will be missed by the team here at the health centre and the many clients he sees regularly 

in the community.  

People should be able to access care when they need it, in their communities – but this is sadly not always the 

case. Our situation across the region is dire and we are all working very hard to recruit Physicians to Northwestern 

Ontario. There are significant differences with funding and payment models across the various sectors, however 

this is not the only challenge. Funding always helps but it is not the only answer to this problem- there is a lack of 

Physicians and health human resources in general.  

“You can have all the funding in the world, but without the people to hire – what do you do?” The physician and 

health human resources challenges throughout our region are proving detrimental to patients and the current 

staffing we do have. Patients are and will continue to experience longer wait times for even simple appointments. 

Physicians are not adequately able to treat patients due to patient overload. Ultimately, the continued shortages 

will negatively and dramatically impact overall quality of healthcare here in Ignace and across the region.  

A Physician shortage not only affects hospital patients, but those who regularly visit their primary care provider. 

Patient satisfaction is dropping and there is an increased risk for negative health consequences. 

The health human resource challenges have many effects, including: 

- Greater pressures to meet client/patient needs 

- Time constraints on doctor – patient interactions 

- Increased workloads 

- Over worked and stressed health teams 

- Long wait times for appointments 

- When ER’s close, patients in need of urgent care will now have to travel up to three hours to access 

emergency care. “That is not fair to people in this community or any other for that matter. But what do 

you do- if the hospitals do not have the staffing to safely provide care. This is something beyond their 

control.” 

What Can and Are We Doing? 

- We are doing everything possible to recruit new Physicians 

- We need to focus on preventative care to keep people from needing to go to Emergency and out of 

hospitals, but in order to do this we need more primary care Physicians available to see patients and 

increase access to care here in the community.  

- We look at alternative ways to deliver care; through phone and virtual when a Physician cannot physically 

be on site 

- Delivery of care cannot be provided exclusively through individual domains of practice, but through 

multidisciplinary teams. Providing care in this way can and does ease some of the Physician workload 

- Many northern towns rely on nurses with expanded skill sets to provide care. When required, our nurses 

call doctors in larger communities for advice. 

 
 

Update on the Team at MBCHC 
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Berry Wetelainen, along with the members of the Ignace Lions Club would like to 

thank all the people that supported the 50/50 draw and the 20-200 draw.  The 

money raised goes to funding wheel chair ramps, glasses for kids, wheelchairs, 

scooters, crutches and grab/assist bars in showers.  All the money raised by the 

Ignace Lions Club stays local.  There will be a new 50/50 draw starting on August 1st 

through to September 5th.  If you want to support the Lions Club feel free to reach 

out to any of our members:  Joanne Armstrong, Leonie Beuckx, Grace Bjorklund, 

Hugh Broughton, Frank Charry, Dot Cooney, Jim Coutts, Catherine DeKeyser, Pierre  

 DeKeyser, Bill Gascon, Lavinea Hancock, Kim Harrison, Nelda Harrison, Bill Laidlaw, Penny Lucas, Len Peters, 

Naomi Peters, Harold Singbeil, Dawn St. Amand, Berry Wetelainen, Lise Wetelainen and Fran Zawerucha. 
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As of July 22, 2022, the 

following residential 

(left) and industrial 

(right) properties are 

available for purchase.  

Please contact Keith 

Roseborough at 807-

934-2202 for further 

information. 
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